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Tukau kia tū takitahi
ngā whetū o te rangi
Let each star in the sky
shine its own light

M Kenzie Centre
Realising a child’s potential

WELCOME TO TERM TWO WHĀNAU
We head into term two with crisp Autumn mornings, falling leaves, and a few
good things to look forward to.
Matariki, the Māori New Year approaches, and this year we will be treated to
an extra public holiday to celebrate.

While Covid-19 continues to impact our lives, recent changes with the Covid-19 Protection Framework, and our
borders re-opening brings about welcome opportunity to connect and be with friends and whānau.
There are a fresh bunch of workshops on offer through the term too. Please take advantage of our workshops,
they are a great way to extend your learning and support your child. There is no cost to attend.

TER M 2 DATES
Term 2 starts: 					

Monday 2nd May

Term 2 ends: 					

Friday 8th July

Term 3 begins: 				

Monday 25th July

Public Holidays (no sessions) 			

Queen’s Birthday: 6th June

Matariki: 					

24th June

Parent Focus Week: 				

Monday 23 May to Friday 27 May

Shakeout Earthquake Drill: 			

13th June to 17th June at music time

Fire drill: 					

13th June

Initiate, Engage and Play: 			
10th May to 17th June 12-1pm,
						
five online sessions run by Siobhan Patterson 						speech language therapist
Learn language through play: 		
12th May to 26th May 10-11am,
						
three online sessions run by Siobhan Patterson 						speech language therapist
Speech sounds through play: 			
12th May to 26th May 12-1pm,
						
three online sessions run by Siobhan Patterson 						speech language therapist
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COVID 19 UPDATE
Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) are now widely available to anyone who is a household contact or symptomatic through
the online Request A RAT service: Request a COVD-19 testing kit | RequestRATs.Covid-19.health.nz
KidsHealth website offers a range of information and resources that include caring for a child with Covid-19, parenting supports and resources to explain Covid-19 to children. https://www.kidshealth.org.nz/tags/covid-19
Families self-isolating needing extra support can call the Covid Welfare Phone Line on 0800 512 337 - it’s open
seven days a week. Ministry of Social Development will connect callers with someone - they may be from a local
community organisation, a government agency or marae-based services or support that iwi have established.
Aotearoa is under the Orange setting of the Covid-19 Protection Framework. The change in setting from red to
orange makes very little difference with the delivery of service at McKenzie Centre. We will continue to be open,
and to follow public health advice and requirements to keep all as safe as possible. The change in setting does
mean that mask wearing at McKenzie Centre is no longer required, however, please feel comfortable to wear
your mask if this is best for you.

At Orange Traffic Light Setting, as a licensed Early Learning Centre
> The rules are the same as for red, but you are only encouraged
(instead of required) to wear a face covering.
IN ALL SETTINGS:
· Continue using and encouraging good hygiene practices including:
o Regular hand washing / sanitising
o Cough and sneeze etiquette
o Regular cleaning of high touch surfaces
o Open doors and windows
· Stay home if sick and get tested.
· Maintaining good ventilation is recommended. At McKenzie Centre we will have our doors and windows open
to keep the air moving.
· The Ministry has provided information that could be useful for you to prepare returning to school or early learning services while we are in the middle of a Covid-19 outbreak. Find more information here:
https://parents.education.govt.nz/essential-information/covid-19-information-for-parents-and-whanau/backto-early-learning- services-school-or-kura/
Ensure tamariki or staff members with Covid-19 symptoms get a Covid-19 test and remain at home until a negative result is received and they are symptom free for 24 hours.

Asthma Waikato has been providing support, advice, and education to the 				
people of the Waikato for over 40 years. They work tirelessly to help kids and
their whānau manage asthma better to keep them out of hospital and keeping up with their peers. You can
find out more here: www.asthmawaikato.org.nz
Please note, families can also self-refer to them for asthma education by using this form on their website:
www.asthmawaikato.org.nz/page/asthma-education
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Enabling Good Lives
Waikato is encouraging
families to register
their interest. No
promises of service
but are wanting to
have an awareness of
numbers in preparation for the changes that
are coming from July 1 with the Ministry of
Disabled Persons and the proposed national
rollout of enabling good lives.
You can contact Sammi, the team administrator
on email:
enabling_good_lives_waikato@msd.govt.nz

SERVICE UPDATES
The McKenzie Centre team mahi focusing
on exploring the intersections between
connection-advocacy-education
continues.
We’ve been thinking about, discussing and
considering the effectiveness and efficiency
with our systems and documentation. Clearer,
user friendlier ways of delivering service will be
beneficial for all and ensure that our energies
stay focused on our people; whānau, tamariki
and the wider community e.g. Early childhood
centres.
We’re trialling a new Individual Plan format, so
let us know what you think.

CARE MATTERS IN PARTNERSHIP WITH WAIKATO
EGL FAMILY CORE GROUP ARE OFFERING FREE
ONLINE LEARNING.
Topics include Whakapapa, Principles and Approach,
Focus and Planning, Negotiating and Self Review,
Community Development and making EGL real in our
lives.
Anytime between 2 May- 18 July 2022.
We have sent you the flyer via email and for more
information or to register contact Tina or Sandra on:
Freephone 0508 726 769 or email:
samstinalincoln@gmail.com

NOW AND NEXT
Our apologies that the face to face programme has been
cancelled due to low numbers. We will be running more
courses later in the year so we will keep you posted!
If you are interested in this course do talk with Steph as she
facilitates the programme and she can tell you more.

QUIZ NIGHT FUNDRAISER - POSTPONED
We need to have over 200 people inside for this event so will
unfortunately continue to postpone until it is safe to do so.
We hope to have the new date soon, so watch out for an email and
Face Book posts about this.

EARLY INTERVENTION FEES
Eftpos: We now have an Eftpos machine at McKenzie Centre, so you can make payments when you are here.
Please see Henny or Lillian who are happy to help you.
Thank you for supporting McKenzie Centre with your payment of the Early Intervention Fees. They are essential
to the running of our service.
The WINZ Childcare Subsidy is available for many families and may cover the entire cost of the Early Intervention
Fee. We can help you apply for this, or find another option for you, so that your financial burden is eased. Some
people pay us a smaller amount every week – talk to Henny or Lillian and they will help you with this.
Please see your contact person of the Admin team – we are happy to help.
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STAFF CHANGES: a warm welcome to...
Margaret Crawford – I trained at
Waikato University as a teacher,
then a psychologist. I have lived
and worked in the Waikato for
over 30 years. My family are in
Taupō. I enjoy swimming in the
lake, working on garden projects
with my friends, and walking in the bush.
Margaret is joining our team while progressing
with her Psychology internship. She will be
supported by Richard and be at McKenzie Centre
on Tuesday afternoons and Wednesday mornings.
Kia Ora, I’m Keren Edwards. I am
mum to three wonderful children,
the youngest is Isla who is five
and has attended the McKenzie
Centre since 2018. Before I
had our children I worked as a
Practice Nurse, then was a stayat-home Mum for eight years. Now I am excited
to be part of the McKenzie Centre team, working
in the Tuakana role, to connect with and support
other families as they walk similar paths to ours.

Kia Ora. I’m Susie Nyika, paediatric
physiotherapist - Here on the first
Wednesday of the month then on Fridays.
I’ve been a physio for 30 years now, most
of these have been in the Special Education
sector with school aged children. I now
have grandchildren, and after doing a
locum with the Child Development Team, I was reminded
how much I enjoyed working (playing!) alongside little
people. The McKenzie Centre physio role came up at just
the right time for me to slot in to.
Outside of work I run a trapping line for Predator Free 2050,
to do my volunteering bit! And then any precious free time
is spent with my beehives or my camera (favourite subject
- kids of course.)
Liesl Pellissier – Liesl is a Speech Language
Therapist who will be working on Fridays.
Liesl worked for McKenzie Centre in the
past, from November 2003 until February
2007. It is lovely to have her back again.
Liesl has had experience working in special
schools and will have a particular focus
on assistive communication devices with her work at
McKenzie Centre.

My name is Chrissy Douglas. I am a speech and language therapist working Monday to Thursday
for McKenzie Centre. I live in Hamilton but am originally from Whakatane in the sunny Bay of
Plenty.
I adore playing with children and helping them to build their skills. In my spare time I enjoy
playing boardgames, roller skating and taking my dog for walks.

Mā te huruhuru, ka te rere te manu : Feathers allow the bird to fly

KA KITE TERESA
Teresa Blake, early intervention teacher, has retired from her early
intervention and team leader role. We are very happy to announce that
she will continue supporting our team by coaching and mentoring our staff.
We are fortunate that the many skills and talents that Teresa has developed
over the years will continue to be shared with staff and our whānau. Teresa
started working at McKenzie Centre in 2007 and was our first education
support worker team leader, she has been hugely influential in developing
this role. We all wish Teresa the very best for her semi-retirement and are very happy this is not a final goodbye!
Read more about Teresa on our website www.mckenziecentre.org.nz/supporting-children-through-play/
We are happy to announce that Rachael Simpson, early intervention teacher, has taken on the role of education
support worker (ESW) team leader. Congratulations Rachael!
THANK YOU to our wonderful funders, sponsors, friends, supporters and volunteers...
Best wishes from: Trisha B, Rachael S, Suzanne, Teresa, Henny, Lillian, Steph, Tricia P, Emma, Nicky, Cath,
Rachael F, Marcia, Richard, Susie, Margaret, Linda, Eram, Angela, Victoria, Siobhan, Chrissy, Keren and Liesl.
Delivering business and
accounting solutions

(07) 839 5357

admin@mckenziecentre.org.nz

www.mckenziecentre.org.nz

